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Transputer Workstation 

By Wilbe Ni^rasdik 

The inform ation for thta artiel* 
was taken from ST VISION, a Oeiman 



At the latest Atari Show in 
Germuy. Atari ihowed tlmk nnipater 
%«mputer, Tt» Atari Tranaputer 
Workitation (ATW). What ia a 
tranaputer? A tranapatw^^il a 
micro-proces&or that has a small set of 
operation instructions. Since there are 
fewer OP codes to process, these 
processora tend to run faster .than the 
normal processors. However, it 
eMffleates the job of having to write 
in a pi eWi ng language and a compiler 
fbr that kind cfchip. Th^ATW 1Mia*a 
T800 chip from INMOS . This proceaacH- 
is about 13 times as fast as an IBM AT 
with a math co-processor or about 20 
times faster than an Atari ST. Multiple 
processors can be added in parallel. 
Bight AT Wa» with 1 3 TMOs each, 
woidd te aafiaat aa a Cray compmnr. 

The ATW will tiiaidei^^ 
ST. The Mega ST will be used M a 
smart terminal. It will also include the 
Helios operating system. This operating 
system will be somewhat UNIX 
compatible. It includes X- Windows, a 
window imefCace similar to GEM. Each 
ATW ivfficoflliiB a card that can houae 
up to four T800 proceasors. Up to 3 of 
ihoae carda can fit inaide the computer. 
More caMa may be added by niung an 
octBCBal esqpansioo box. 

The ATW containa a super blitter 
chip. This chip can tranafer data at a 
rate of 1 28 million pfa^els per second. It 
will take 1 meg just for the screen 

memory, compared to the 32K of the 
current ST. The ATW has 4 screen 
modes. The 1280x960 resolution allows 
for 1 6 colora from a 4S96 pallette; the 



1024x768 and 640x480 re aolution a 
aUow you to use up to 256ecion^lfcmm 
paUete of 1 6 million colors. The lowest 
raaolution 512x480 allows you to use as 
many colors as you want. Finding a 
Monitor that will display this kind of 
Molv^n will be expensive. The 
MBfel^Be 3IL jNn NEC will allow you 
ID aae th^«»iK «• iMalati«BS. The 
price of this 20" mofllwrla^*^»t 
$3000. For the highest resohittairene 
can buy a Hitachi 4615-B8-3. Currently, 
these ATW computefs are shipped only 
io aoftware developers. These 
eomputers contain a 40 Meg hard disk 
Md a JliUC Meffi ST. The computer 

and $ 10,000 ddtea. 



SCOREBOARD 

INTRACX)RP 1 
By Buck Maddiey 

Behig a 'graphics nut*, I hunger 
fbr programs diat eoiUe the ST to show 
its stuff in the graphica category. 
Therfore, most of the softwarerl 
purchase is of this type, desktop 
publhdiing and relatives are by far my 
fwotiiaw 

I have been saving this review for 
quite some time so as to let the saga 
unfold aa it would in iu own sweet 
time. It is not ov«p yet, but I want to let 

you in on what is going on. A while 
back, I saw an advertisement for a 
program from Intracorp Inc. titled 
Business Card Maker. The potential for 
such a program for a General 
Contractor such as myself, was 
intriguing. Adiffeientbusinesacardfor 
each special trade. Sounds good ao flBr, 
right?.. .Read on 
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Ratinett Caid lfak#r (BCM) 
|itek»f • ifieliid#t pMi^m disk, 

iiq(ittnfl« eaid and tracts 
butineat card atock. The ownera 
manual givea overview type of 
inatmctiona and a note diat aaid "conank 
your addendam for your apecific 
marhhMt' Thia waa the firat due aa to 
the ahofiBiwitt^ii 0f tiria profiam. Itia 
m Umbct pan ^i mmfbm eomptm^m 
prognuD, mM mm originally 
written q>ecfically farthe Atari. The 
aecond clue waa on page one of the 
introduction, which aaya "the bnaineaa 
caida yon create with BCM are intended 
f or jrecreatioaal and entertainment 
uatgea, they are ac^aeant to replace 
prtrfbaaional typeaet cagda*. Ohwall» 
lata aee what ft win do, anyway. 

BCM ia a QBM prc^gram and will 
run on a 520-1040 color or mono 
ayatem. The menu bar ia a welcomed 
old friend. Under the card menu* we 
chooaa "New* and wa m^mn^ ta atart 
a new card. There are alao Opm, Sata^ 
KOI, Print and Quit chokea which are, 
Itar the nmt part, aelf explaoaaoryJiQa^ 
bnaineaa carda nowaday a cootaia 
graphic imagea for enhancement and 
theae are available under the Icona 
menu. Choicea here include Open, 
Save, Kill, and Edit. Click on Open 
bringa an item aelector box to make 
your choice of any of the 26 icona 
ineladad. The icona aren't compatibla 
with Primmaalar and are of very poor 
quality. There ia, however, an editor 
with very limited functiona and a 
aeparate program which enablea you to 
load portiona of Degaa created acraena 
for uae aa icona. Alao included ia a 
primative *draw' function which wiU 
taat your creative akiUa and patience to 
die max! So, for the lime being, wa 
dhooae a redi<4Bada icon for our card. 
Once choaen, the Icon appeara on die 
card. By moving the mouae, we can 
change die poaiticm of die icon on the 
card, but ONLY to one of the comera 
and no wheia elaef 



Finally we are ready to put aome 
ant on die cud by chooaiiv EnterText 
aatetePantaMOB. Wawaot big bold 
latMa for oor name. So, by^Hddng on 
'aize' under die Font menu givea ua the 
point aize to aelect. Available point 
aixea range from 4 to 32 pointa. 32 
pointa? why thata not even tialf an inchf 
Not gonna be very big. Other text 
attributaa auch aa bold, iialica, 
underline, oudinejight eta. are alio 
availabia dMsaa. TiMiaia a laxt Una at 
die bottom the page that ahowa a 
aample of the preaent attributea and 
aize, however the preaent point aize is 
not indicated. The big letdown biere ia 
that BCM only uaea the ayatem font. 
.'^!^i90Slglf^, I aaid the ayatem font! It 
may ba poaaiUa to k^ad another font 
into die ayatan prhir to too^m BCM 
but it ia not mentioned in the manual or 
addendum. Placing text on the card ia 
done by typing it in a box below the 
card and thm moving it up in place with 
a ghoat laaao. There are no proviaiona 
for predae centering or Une qiacfaig, ao 
jiiagievAr it *looka good to mi% click 
aoii and pat b down paid 

I printed my firat card on paper 
rather dian the card stock to aee how it 
looked. It waa awful! The laige text on 
the card waa'nt even aa big aa it waa on 
die screen and, well, the small text was 
jaamaU i| waa indiacemable. R looked 
mova Use a anrodga of ink than readable 
nact. It alao took a peinftilly lom tfane 
^ ftirmycafd to print! .... 

I waa very diaappointed, 
eapecially with the icona, their lack of 
detail, the number fumiahed, the 
inafaiUqr to plaot them on the card othn* 
dian on a comer, and their non atandaid 
fbrmat Ako not being able to chooae a 
caatom font waa anfofgivaUa.. AtlUa 
point, I waa reedy to return dm program 
for a refund. Next, I phoned the 
company on dietr *800* line and voiced 
my complainta. Their repreaenative 
informed me that an update waa 
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cmiMat and that all my fiodingt would 
be eafd with the updated .Yeniott. 
They coATinced me to return my 
legiitnitloii ceid and wuitf So» off it 
went About tbt wedu went by, and a 
aecond call to them revealed that it wai 
to be ih^»ped ''any day now". Ok, so 1*11 
wait a little longer, two more weeki. 
During thia interim, a company 
mpieaeoetive phoned me end informed 
me that I bed been given efraneooa 
information. There wai no npAile 
planned for the ATARI, due to Ifae kdc 
of aaka, (I wonder why?) and that only 
the Apple and IBM versiona would be 
updated. 

I had not purchaied the program 

fromj$mf^mikAi^ not 
make a refund to^imi. They did 
however, offer me a conaolation, my 
choice lirom Aefar aelection of ATARI 
aoftware (not many). I have aince 
leceived Button and Badge Maker, the 
best probabk choice of ^ consolaticuis 
offered. Buttton and Badge Maker 
arrived with a trashed image file and 
was returned tor raplaoement It ia my 
toieiriiiiF ttimhenBoctianectf 



It is ttlis wrilen opinion diat many 
software companies *port over' 
programs to the ATARI and others 
without knowing the capabilities and 
limitations of the machines. They're 
looidng for tht easy money end when 
their inferior product produaei pomr 
aalea, Aey wonder iriiy, and flms dsdde 
to drop ANY ftiture sqnport R would 
seem to me that software companies 
would strive to produce products tlmt 
utilize its host to the very edge of its 



Umitations rather 
wilh aoiBiikii^lllPlic 



Next time. Button and Badge 

Ifiker. Jean baldly waitt TiD Aan 

tiie aeoie fuiaina filtracoip ...1, Atari 
ST...O. 

Business Card Maker - $49.95 
bracoipbic. TMmaiJPlM 



850 EXPRESS TRICKS 

By Bob Faac^ 

Retrieved from MUnigbt Eaqpmss BBS, 

Richmond, Va. 

How to set up 850 BXPRBSS to 
Autoanswer and Autosave incoming 
tBStardat>»« 

Mdie and moie peo|de ara buying 
peraonal computers and a fair 
percentage of them are purchasing 
modems. Electronic mail ia not Just a 
thing of the future or Just for the 
wealthy. You can set up your own 
'electronic maUbox'' and receive mail 
wtd}» away from home or sleeping! Let 
me explain... 

I ttve in Fkxida md rest of my 
fhmily ia acatlefed aeroaa the Baaiem 
United States. Many of my famUy 
members own personal computers and 
modems so we send text files to each 
other instead of letters.. .and the best 
news is that it is often less expensive 
then the mail service. I have been 
communicatijig with my faarily for 
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rewaiding, plus It 



ia immediate! When I get up in the 
mondng, the first tiling I do is turn on 
tibe monitor to see if any E-mail has 
come in. If so, I immediately save it to 
floppy, even before I read it so notibdng 
can happen to it* 

At firat, we were aaini: MPP 
lOOO's because their software supported 
unattended downloading. But soon I 
grew tired of 300 baud and purchased 
Ae Snpn 1200AT which also supports 
unattended downloading. That software 
however did not aupport the 5 1 2K 
Ramdiak on my XB» so I began to look 
tm ittm itfBw ii ii Hi this puipoii> 

b my opinion, Keith Led b ett e r's 
BXPRBSS! is by far the best tele- 
cofiimunications program available. I 



hmgmn to wonder if thii f abaloH 
prograiB CMld pmiMilmmmmp to 



tmU M^io do fto» then it will work 



Nowhere in the 8S0 Bxpres£ doct was 
there any mention of thit to you can 
imagine my excitement and happineat 
to diicover that 850 Express conld 
tnfliiid download and 8a¥B idiQe no one 
aroondl A]id.«.iiow» iaJt eaqr to dot 



Boot up your 8S0 Bxpreaaf 

modem program (I use version 3.0, 1 
don't know if earlier versions will 
support this) and turn on your modem. 
From the main menu hit BSCAPB 
(which forces the program to think 
you*re eaJiil^and then pma OPHOH 
(whkii aiMe inydiliiig itai mom to 





■ 


I'll 





way, wimaoa mmetB 
comes in, the modem will autoanswer 
and save to buffer any incoming text 
To check to see if any file has come in, 

simply turn on your monitor (I also lut 
Ae SPACE bar at this point to prompt 
dMP^^tKMi pater out of the attreet 

kging iMMifiib.). VIlHt 
screen, hit START to go the 
the main menu and save the buffer to 
floppy. This wfU clear the bufflsr so now 
Just view that file from the floppy or 
read your mail from a word processor. 

This has been tealed on the Sqm 
41»Ali^eteK 1200 and Avetex 
f^WMie wd ah0lM#iMNto aaine on 
most Hayes Compatible modems. To 
test your modm to see if it wfll indeed 
worik in this fashion, turn your computer 
d modMU off, turn your disk drive off 
and your computer back on so only the 
READY prompt of BASIC ia showing. 
Tarn yoer modem back on as if you 
going to use it. Now have 
aaaeone can your number. (If yoa Wm 
in Pinellas County and have OTB 
telephone service you can dial your own 
number, wait for the recording saying 
that you've dialed your own party line 
and hang up). If your modem answers 
ttie fdiofie without lMPisiii|;,epiQsniBi to 




I^Mflii^fflsga and yiNW^modefli 
respond, you may have to command it 
to auto answer iu this 



From the main 850 Express menu, 

choose ASCII (not ATASCII) 
-Hiliili lliM MiW^tii ESCAPE and with 
your niiiffl turned on and ready to 
receive data, type ATAA. Then hit 
RBTURN. (lliis in all Hayes Compat. 
modems commands the modem to 
autoanswer). Now, hit OPTION to save 
any incoming info to buffer and you*re 
all set Remember, in this configantfion 
you are saving to huffier so ifae sin of 
yoni lalfiir depends on the DOS you 
are ming; fiMMee ny expurteooea: 
ATARI DOS 2.0, 2.5 gives you 3328 

Spartados 3.2 gives a buffer of 4608 
bytes 

Spartados 2.3 gives the largest buffer of 
8064 bytes, big enough for most all 



of you who expect great 
volumes of incoming text, you'll want 
to save direct to ramdisk or floppy disk. 
In order to do this, you must fool die 
program into diinking it is on line whUe 
you set this up. Here is how you do this. 
Most Hayes Compatible modems have 
Ip Bwitchaa. On the Avetex and Supra 
modems you would paeh switch #7 
dowp. Thte is llie CD (forced carrier 
detected) awiteh. On the above 
mentioned modems, the down position 
positioa With the CD switch 
, the Express program thinks it 
is on Une. It seems to do no harm to 
leave this switch on while waitinc for a 
file to come in. fust be sure you return 
the switch to the off position before 
making your next call or you'll get a 
false "connected" indication. Keep in 
mind that this switch need not be turned 
on when auto savif^ to buffer. 



is the "on" 



So, to auto save to disk, turn on 
your CD dip awilch^ Mt BSCAPB from 
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ftMt main oMM fii Itam iMiiM J mode, 
hit START to re-enter main mmu, type 
T" to cnvtare to diak. Yoii*U be asked 
to give it a file name and aa soon as yoa 
do and hit RETURN, yoa'U be all let to 
save to disk. Do not hit CHTION to auto 
save to disk, antosave is already mmed 
OB try choosing the "T" ftmli^ 
yon €» alw^fs tail if aolaw^ 
by loddng al the bofdir eokir of yoiur 

Tbings to keep in mind: 

1) WhenevM* you are sending diiectly 
to another computer, you MUST use 
HALF DUPLEX. Use ftill duplex only 
when communicating with a BBS;^ 
yoBi m Mtting up to am) receive, it b 
preferaUe to be ki half duplex but it is 
ABSOLUTELY necessary for the 
aending modem to be in HALF 
DUPLEX. 

2) It is probably beat to use the 
standard ASCII tnmdation unless you 
know for sure that only ATARI 
compatMTS win be sending ym fflea. in 
tfiat case use ATA9CH. Ho harm wiU 

come however, if aomeone aends a text 
file to you in ASCII and you are 
receiving in ATASCn, as long as it is 
just text. You could not send inverse 
characters and CONTROL charactera 
unleas both sending and receiving 
ttnminata warn fti ATAJCB. 

3) If you don't have a cc^ of 850 
EXPRESSf version 3.0, ask your Sysqp 
to post it for you. If he doesn't have it, 
contact me and FD get it to you. 

4) I only know for sure that this 
method of uto saving works with 8S0 
Express version 3.0. 1 kfiow it does 
NOT wofk widi Ifro Saqpress version 
1.0. I havent tried # with 1030 
EXPRESS although I feel it probably 
would not woik since the 1030 does not 
come with a ring detector. 

5) I truly recommend Spartados 2.3 
becauae of the large bufte it gives and 
it will read and write m aMMt aagr other 
doa. 



Irinoeielyhopeldiimiiitettte 
sound difficult to set up...it*s not. In 
MOST cases you simply turn on your 
modem, boot the program. Hit ESCAPE 
and then hit OPTION. And that's anr If 
you have any questions, commmts, or 
Just want to try it out, you can call my 
antosaving 850 Bxpreaa at 
8] S-»S934>lf SrbMvem die hours of 
ItOOHif «eft IfSOam, 300 baud HALF 
DUPLEX, ATASCn (ASCD wfll woiic 
fine it you don't have ATASCH). I auto 

receive at 300 baud because not all my 
family members have 1200 baud 
yat ..but I have a fMing that it woaY ba 
Imigffr Remember alao, when yon call 
another modem set up to autosave, you 
receive no prompts when the modem 
answers the phone. As soon as the 
connection is made, you are "live" with 
the other computer. You may then type 
jrour message or send a pre-typed file 
llram disk. Do Not Send Xmodaoi to mm 
since I do not set up my progrem to 
leoalve that way. 

Isincerdy hope you receive tame 
enjoyment out of tiiis inf ormatiaa. 
BobPasoidt 

Modem Number.S13-393-0173 
l:00am-S:30aiB 



AT ARI MAINFRAME 
CONNECTION 

The STATUS Library now haa 
two versions of KBRMIT, the file 
transfer protocol and terminal emulator 
program deaigned for ATARI 8-bit 
compuier to mill finmie coBipiiiBr 1^ 
hav» iitad to p«i dieoi in a veiy uaer 
trimnOf package aa ttai ^^bmn mrnf 
avoid the triala and tribnlationa that I 
went through these past few months 
trying to get it right! I have included on 
each diak aide die documentation aa 
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modiflntloo. Alio» Mch dybdk tid* tat 
the litt of commaAdi and mponwi 
oeces&ary to transfer files in either 
direction (TRANSFBR.DOC). The 
DOC files may be printed out using ifae 
copy to printer command: *COPY 
KERMITJXX: P: The disk and jacket 
labela are also induded on disk in 
AteiwritMr Plus format^ as ia diii fUe 
CRBAIMffi^IIOC). I have pot a prfaMBt 
of the directory and die Startiq>.Bat in 
the Jicket for each side. . 

ATARI KBpiir 

This version of KERMTT was 
modified by John Palevich from the 
oilfiiial d«v#loped at Cfidbambia 
Unhrersity. It Mi ready to ran, the 
handler is built in! It wcffks well with 
SpartaDOS and the ATARI SX212 
modem. Don^t use die type ahead KEY 
ON function and be sum TD is OFF hi 
SpartaDOS (die BAT file mms it off).I 
have put in a STARTUP.BAT which 
boots 3.2d SpartalXM^ inWriHaes die 
fan diA» and roiii • MlAi prc^^ 
you knoir lirtait dii^ k In operation. 
TKJNE is installed so that all files are 
dme and date stamped. The DATB and 
TTMB commands are included in case 
you dont have the R-Tfane 8 Cartridge 
from ICD. Finally, a message about the 
copyright on the Ekx is given. The time 
and deie line is dien turned off as it 
htteiflMda widi KERMrr%iiliimisfiBr 
Qp a raitei^ lii AAT file Aen boots up 
the 4 0-column ATARI version of 
KBRMTT. This particular disk has been 
inidallized for IBM type main frame 
oomputan with even parity, ei^t bit off 
and VT52 terminal emulator. I have 
included phone numbera for both the 
IBM 3090 main frame and the VAX 
cQo^BMi ai'^d DenWeft iQUMiiAy» 
Norfolk Va. If yo# tiiiMd^ilMI 
VAX, change die parity to nofi^ eight 
bit on,^and set terminal emulation to 
VTIOO. Both the IBM and the VAX 
requirn hitting return to cmmect 
Note: notil I figure oat the equivaleat 



ATARI key(a) fiat ihe lioaie key on die 
W9AW(^mmm^t mm VTloa 
terniimd onNitiMioa very well on the 
IBM 3090 machinef Help 
alwi^ ^ipredaied.! 

KlRMirdS 

This version of KERMTT was 
wfitiMi by Jbhft Ilvaaittg iiKi foHowi 
tho original very closely. I use 
easentially the same form in 

communicating with die Old Dominion 
UttivmiQr mahi frames and die IBM PS 
2/30 in my office. Tliis version needs 
die RS232.COM handler as found on 
th* SpartaDOS utility files. It also 
works well with SpartaDOS (KEY 
OiP^mon^^ die SX212modaaU 
have aleo j^t in a STARTUP.BAT 
which boots 3.2d SpartaDOS, initializes 
die ram disk, turns on the R-Time 8 
dock (or allows one to set TIME and 
DATE), and runs a litde program to let 
you know what disk is in operation. 
Finally » a measage about the ICD 
copyist on Span^OOS is displayed. 
The BAT fito Ami tame off die time 
and date display line» inatalla Ae 
RS232.COM handler, and dien boots up 
die 90-colunm KERMIT65. Thhi 
pardcular diidk has been initiallized for 
IBM type main frame computers with 
even parity, eight bit off, and VT52 
mminal emulation. The |rfione numheia 
can't be saved to disk in this version. 
QIXI IBM nuobat # 804-683-0013 and 
the ODU VAX number is 
804-683-4878. Again, if you want to 
dial the VAX change parity to none, 
eight bit on, and set terminal emulation 
to VTIOO as on ATARI KERMIT. 
VTIOO terminal emulation on the IBM 
mainframe is stUl difficult. UntU I 
discover a way to emulate die IBM PC 
home kiv on die ATARI 84iit, use 
VTS2f Remember, after typing c to get 
into connect mode, one must type 
•ATDT683^13' (IBM)or 
ATDT683-4878 (VAX) to acmaDy dial 
the numbtff Odier standard commands 
to the modem maybe typed prior to 
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tyidog the phone number. For instance^ 
ATSllsSO change! the dialing rate 
(fiifer). Hit retnm to ccuuiMl to the 

ThHiai am doe to Scott YeHcfa for 
die initial push, STATUS Syaop Bob 
Womack and hit understanding wife 
(thanin Rutht) for leading me to GEnie, 
and Bob Sti^henaon for the hainiiUiier 

ICD haa given permission to use 
SpanaDOB for this ifiplieaticm onijr. 
Fleaae read and heed d»flMaaage on 

bootup.Now, a final note at the end 
where all will see it! To disconnect 
from the IBM 3090 Qandalf Controller, 
one must type: •<esc> <CNTL> 
This is 'escape control-period period*. 
This is for the 40-column ATARI 
KBRMIT. For tho KJUIMIT65 
BO-eolnmn Yendmu diaemMi^ li: 
'<ese> <CNTL> bk sp This is 
'escape controtbeck Mpace period*. Was 
tidsew hard to figure out! Ea^ it! 

These disks are available from die 
club librarian or thgrough the Status 
Newsletter Exdiange. Pleaae indvde 
$3.00 fior each disk nilh jmr Older. 



PC-DITTO. FUJITZU 
and FUJI 

by ]>ick Lhclifleld, STATUS 

I've been using p&^lttto for a little 
over a year now. Usage for the most 
part has been as an extension of 
computer work from my regular job. 
Pc-<Utto has performed flawlessly with 
die programs I use. The only real 
praUeoi baa been getting fDes beds wd 
forth ftanhHMW to "wiset. liftCftiKiw, 
Hie movment was done via modem. 
This involved setting up the ST as a 
remote BBS using FLASH and its 
remote acceaaory. Uploading or 



downloading the files was not very 
efficiBnt..bntitgotthe jobdone! ft was 
my impatience with this method that 

S-lM^ditf*. 

Widi Compntar Shopper in hand I 
scoured the pages for a great disk drive 
bargain. What a great selection; half 
height, full height, 2/3 height, brand 
name, no-name, used, refurbished, and 
new. In fact, the selec^on was so 
confusing that I almost gave up the 
idea. IfinkDy piirdhaaed #ilith^ 
Pnjitn drive from a friend who waa 
installing a micro floppy in his IBM 
clone. The price fcff the Fujtni had a lot 
to do with my decision to buy. Now I 
waa ready to use all that cable and 
configuration information I'd been 
gathering for montha« Installatim 
aaeipediflMdieiiit 

I sibeady own a "hoaemade" hsod 
disk system in an IBM style external 
haid drive case. With only a half height 
hard disk installed, the second slot 
seemed like a great place to install the 
FuJLtzu. The power supply connection 
Wift already Ihpfe so cabling to the ST 
waaall that waa j ge d e d . Armed with a 
pair of aide cutiera esd a eeUe 
achematic from GMie, I pro c ee ded lo 
install a standard 34 pin edge cmnector 
(Radio Shack p/n 27 M 564) on an Atari 
drive I/O cable. This was really a 
kludge; an Atari 14 conductor round 
cable mating with an insulation 
displacement connector (IDC) deajigned 
nor flat ribbon cablet 

Aaaembly waa tedioaa> mi^ 
preaenied llie potential for all kinda of 
problems if any strain was placed on die 
wires going into the IDC connector. 
My fiianks to Dave Levy for suggesting 
the use of hot glue before snapping the 
shell on the connector. Works like a 
charmf If you uae diia meAod, make 
sare all your coane^iiMtt mre^^Hid 
before applying fbm hot gtuerMTelD^ widi 
the cal>le all done, I was ready to attack 
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ifae driTe. Having read Jott about «vwy 
ardcto on Itio ST and ifaa 5-1/4 drlTo, I 
knaw I needed to mnore some type of 
poll-up reiistor on the drive lelect 
(D80)line. 

Wall» the Pnjitzn drive nted a 
inUae leiiititf network (SHPX Poor of 
AofMbttonivwa umMmi^Mm 
iMeerliiiM (DS0-I»3)^ ^Tl#ott# 
letiiton in the SIP were need in other 
cifcnitB. After some ihonj^t, I decided 
to clip out the leg of the one reaiator m 
DSO. One little clip and POW...the 
niiole iMlator pack cmmbledf Now it 
waa off to die aeareat REAL electronic 
atom f or a new reaialor oetworiL Am 
mnaL irhin f need aonieiMM. ita not 
tiaiofdteai^. ^11ha'Ai|teaa'iBaawQfitwaa 

a 9 pin SIP and aQ th^ had were 8 and 
10 pin network!. I plunked down the 
caah for a couple of 8 pin models and 
aome diacrela 1/4 watt reaiaton and off 
IwaflC 

Baak hoaio^ I inatalled tha 
aaiawrity aihiaaii li|8 on liie DSl algnri. 
I Mmi faMUfiad a tIE Olm piiA-iip on 
the 081 line as suggested in some of 
the info found on Oenie. Now I was 
finsUy ready to fbe up the drive and test 
it with a diskette I*d hrongjit home from 
work. With cable and power 
eonnections in place, I powered up; 
waked die tttnal time ftHP^ haid diak 
to get realty and thattilMwifae anteli 
on gTN P i iiy i hln g wmt noma! and 
the desktop appeared. I ran 
"SIXMS.PRG" to set the step rate for 
die B drive, popped a 5-1 /4*' diskette 
into drive B and double clkked on the 
B drive icon. The drives whirred, the 
led on the Pu jitzu came on and the 
directory popped «p ofr dia ocfeMt 
QmsI dMught, ft wttlitf 

My deiif^ was a Utde premature. 
Reading the directory worked, but I 
soon found that trying to read files, 
format or just about anything beyond 
the directory sectors met with dismal 
fldlure. After checking all my uaual 
aoafOM of ktfionBallaii, I waa atfll kiat 



A can to Ri Jten America ndhrred nie to 
a East Coast distributor. A call to the 
distributor left me widi this; a manual 
coat $25 and tfiey weien't sure if it was 
really a service manual. Thanka for 



Aa hick wosld h^ Jl I ran into 
Art MIBIngiiUtt a^ ^be PG Psat and oar 
conversadon mmed to Pc-ditto. When 
he told me he was using a Pujitzu, I 
almost flipped! He had eaqpnieiiced the 
same problem, but a call to Pujitzu's 
Hot Line netted him the info he needed 
to correct die problem. Seems anodier 
malator needed to be tatpoved. Which 
reafator dependa ^ which raviaioii 
uopai prmiagcwcaH. ooara injv/ waa 
used on the drive. Art*s drive had a 
PCB widi the number ''JA2-516dL*' and 
he was told to remove R37. I raced 
home only to find I had a different 
mvision PCB and there was no R37 on 
myboard. Waiting untfl Monday to call 
niJifBa'Waa not an appealing thought 
AftttT iflieriHng over the PCB for an 
hoar or ao» I deeded tt had to be elAar 
R5 or R13. 1 opted for R5, removed it 
and booted up the ST. The bootup was 
normal. The drive still read the 
directory, but would it read and write 
fOes? I find up Pc-ditto and gave it the 
ultimate test. Everything woricad greed 
YAAAAHHOOOOOr 



So much fw my story. Baf 
what's more important is getting this 
info to other STers who might have 
need of it Por the record the details 
are: Pujitzu 5-1/4" Drive Model: 
M25S1A, Capacity: 36QKB ($ 



O in 



CSU^ oM laf M laatator natiiofi: RA 1 
tikat goaa io edge cmuMHsanr pin 10 
(DSl). With Copal board numbaff: 
IA2-5166L - remove R37 
IA2-6166B - remove R5 
Cable ST to 5-1/4" Drive 
14 pin Atari -Signal -34 pin Edge 
conaectoc name couactor 

1 »*mm^ipm »*••»• R ead X)ata mmmmmiim—**f^m—»_^m»» 30 

2 Sid* 0 SelMt 32 
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3 UtteOranid 15 

4 iMlncPDlie 8 

5 Drive 0 Select 10 

6 Drive 1 Select 12 

7 Logic Grooiid 17 

8 Motor (»l 16 

9 Diiectioii in 18 

10 Step 20 

11 Writ* Dm 22 

13 

14 



TnekOO 26 

Proiea 28 



for 



Thanks to Mike Milfer 
is inftttmetii 



MARCH 

March 2 - Election Nile 
M«ch9.SIGNile 
March 16 - GMeral Meeting 
Mardb 23 - Executive Meeting 



APRIL- 



April 6 - Business Meeting 
Apnl 13 — SSG ^Me - - 
Ai»il 20 - GaitTti Meeting 
April 27 - Execvtivie Meeting 



RJBUSHED WTTH 




BVTHE 
STATUS EDITOR 



THE PRESIDENTS BIT 



As Maich *89 appfo 
does the end of another year of my 
Presidency of STATUS. I have 
en joyed serving as your Pipesident 
I must add hoirever* diat I could not 
have done it without the help of the 
test of the members of the executive 
branch and tfie volunteers who make 
our jobs a little easier. Thanks to 
youdlli 

Our club has made some very 
positive steps forward during diis 
past year aorilirift oaoliaiM^teib^ao 
during the coming year. The 
groundN^oric has already been laid 
for several projects for the near 
flitttie. Upgmiing our BBS to 2400 
baud and Ae purchase of an new 
operating system for the 8bit 
machines are among those on the 
top of die U St. Others include our 
annual picnic* and upgrades the 
520 ST to Im^. 

As indicated in the previous, 

ooluDw^ thii, jsMHse irf tbmmmimm 

liw l w wi «wnpiled eiiii Mega ST2 
using Pages tre am. The master 
copies were printed on an Epson 
FX85 9 pin dfs^ matrix primer. It 
wwi4hus^hM#eoiiSMleraUe wtoiint 
of time has gone into its production. 
I would appreciate your comments 
d or suggestions for improvement 
and mosndl. your contributions in 
die form of anicles for thaat pages. 
Till next time 
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^ y OF THE T roe WAT ill Mm^ik 

This innovative telecommunications system is now fiiUy operational, ready to seo^eTfie residents 
businesses of our local communities. Providing a unique orJine community data base and teleconferenc- 
ing capability, INFO*SHARE makes possible the real time exchange of public information and affords 
the user timely online retail marketing and ordering. With INFO*SHAKE, you can now interface the 
entire computer-enhanced community, regardless of equipment type, with our inexpensive and easy to 
operate communications system. ^ 

• A first for the Tidewater Area, INFO*SHARE provides you the convenience of an online, electronic, 

real-time retail ordering capability, called THE SHOFPING CENTER. 

• With this, the LARGEST multi-user system in the af«% i^^oy CQ^Nieiiciiig^th oth^r users» rdgmrit* 
less of the differences in terminal equipment. Of course your conference can be savied and printed 
for a permanent record and may be either public or private. 

• No other system in the area offers the user a CX)MMUNITY DATA BASE, chock-fqll of the type of 

information that makes INFO*SHARE your one source for details on the weather, upcoming movies, 
film reviews, concert schedules, postal rates, schedules of plays, cooking shows, craft bazaars, etc. 
Additionally, you will find here the demographics, history, and highlights of the area. 

• Private ELECTRONIC MAIL is available for quick and easy sending and receiving of your notes, 
letters, and correspondence. And, unlike so many of the o^her local systems, we guarantee that your 

mail stays private! 

• And, of course, you will also find a user supported, friendly FILE TRANSFER joipriMHty to opkni 

and download your favorite public domain programs and shareware. Multiple protocols support trans- 
fers to and from File Libraries. We service each major computer type: including IBM, Apple, Amiga, 
Commodore C64/C128, Atari-8 Bit, Atari-ST, and even CP/M. Additionally, as in every other system, 
INFO*SHARE also supports a very active PUBLIC MESSAGE BASE that provides space for adver- 
tising, making announcements, finding professional help, job postings, business information, and 
Special Interest Group information. ^ p^^m^ ^ 

Does all of this cost? You bet it does, but far less than what you 
may expect! Typically a month's full-privilege usage costs about the 
same as an hour of service from one of those major national inform- 
ation services, such as The Source or CompuServe. A six month n 
subscription runs only $25.00, and the connect time never exceeds 
$7.50 a month. 

So fire up the ole modem and "test drive" your FREE ACCESS 
TRIAL ACXDOUNT. Now you may enjoy our area's premier interactive 
tele commtinications service - lNFO*SHARE of the Tidewate^Ar ea. 



For your one week FREE demonstration, logon at 
300 or 1200 baud/8 bits/no parity/1 stop bit by cycling 

456-9165 

When prompted for Account Id Number, 

type : ^ and when prompted for 

Password, type: 




■ ■ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





SpartaDOS 

HAS ARRIVED! 



W 




TnrXJ At Last — ^^ICD, Ine. has released SpartaDOS X, the progressive disk 

operating system destined to revolutionize Atari 8-Bit peifatmance 

with its magnified approach to enhanced power, unique support and 

f J^^'JPURE S generous DOS amenities. 



THAT 



MAKE 



IT 



WORTH 



THElr 



WAIT 



SpartaDOS X*s stretigdi is concealed within a special ICD cartridge 

that plugs directly into the computer and provides a piggyback 
extension for an additional cartridge. Its technical sophistication and 
profound capabilities result in an array of unprecedented features that 
expose limitless applications and accomplishments for all Atari 8-Bit 
con^cttas, inqluding the original Atari 800 w^^f^raded with an 
Axlon-compatible memory boaid. 

Not only does SpartaDOS X cater to the entire Atari 8-Bit line, but 
also employs M w of extm memaiy with RAMdisks supported up 
tolMBand high ^leedl^i^ation when teanoed with either Indus GT 
or Atari XF551 drives. Not to mention SpartaDOS X's 

lightning-quick ARC utilities credited for storing, compressing and 
extracting files with record-setting speed and efficiency. 

These qualities and many moie rank SpartaDOS X as the disk 

operating system of the future. . . for today's Atari 8-Bit user. X-actly 
what your Atari computer has been waiting for! 

■ Sagsestidreta& price $79.9S 

■ For ordering infemuition caH or write: 

■ ^mm^ ICDp tac • 1220 Rock Street 

I f IJ RoclEford, BL • €1101 • Attn: SDX 

■ ^■■^ 815-968-2228 




on 



Printinq & Rul>l)ep Sfamp Co., Inc. 



Typesetting • Rubber Stamps • Embossing 
Numbering • Die-Cutting 
Business Cards • Invitations 
Broctuires • Newsletters 
Come See Us For All Your Printing Needs 

Large or Small 



5030 Achmiral Wright Road 
Virginia Beach, V A 23462 
(804) 499-5057 



Opinions expressed in this publication are those 
of the individual authors and do not necessarily 
express or reflect the opinions of the Souths I de 
Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society (STATUS). Some 
material contained herein may have been taken from 
Bulletin Board Systems and/or Newsletters of other 
groups and should not be construed as fact. 

The material herein may be copied freely provided 
that full credit is given to the original author and 
the Souths I de Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society. 
STATUS Is In no way affiliated with ATARI Corp. 

Please address all Newsletter correspondence to: 

STATUS 
Newsletter Exchange 
A836 Honeygrove Road 

Virginia Beach, VA 23A55 
(804) 499-6021 

Meetings : STATUS meetings are held on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month at the 7- UP Bottling 
Company, 5700 Ward Avenue, In Virginia Beach at 7:30 
p.m. All interested parties are welcome to attend. 

Newsletter Articles: 

Submitted articles are preferred as disk text 
files, but will be greatfully accepted as hard copy 
(including handwriting) if you do not have a disk 
drive. If you have a modem, you can upload your 
articles to the Editor by calling the STATUS BBS at 
495-3905. Articles may be submitted at any time, but 
will probably not make that month Newsletter if 
submitted less than one week prior to the first 
meeting of the month. 



